BUDDHISM.

the sacrifices of present bodily and mental pleasure, for the
sake of a greater pleasure by and bye. He was accordingly
constrained to give them up, much to the disgust of his com-
panions. As for the rites and ceremonies, the prayers and
sacrifices of the Brahmins, these were still more palpably only
sacrifices of present bodily or worldly good for the sake of a
greater future good, and were equally of no avail; while as for
the systems of the philosophers, they were still more con-
tradictory. For while on the one hand they represented the
union of the Individual Soul with the Supreme Soul as a state
of perfect bliss, on the other hand, as in the Vedanta, they
represented this supreme bliss as due to the first of the veils of
illusion which the soul puts on ; and as all these veils must be
stripped off the soul before it can unite with the Supreme
Soul, it is evident that that union cannot be one of bliss. So
that whether we take the religion of the people, or the doctrines
of the philosophers, it is evident that the bliss for which they
all alike yearn, and the cessation from earthly existence which
was their dream, were on their own logic impossible. And as
this was due entirely to the belief in the continued existence of
a personal identity called the Soul, through all the changes
both of body and mind, Buddha was impelled to deny the
existence of any soul whatever, whether human or Divine. But,
as to take this momentous step was to break with the whole
tradition of Hindoo Thought which, as we have seen, was built
from foundation to roof on this double-sided principle of Soul,
it was natural that it should give him pause; and indeed it
was not until after prolonged meditation under the Bo-tree,
that he saw his way to a scheme of the World superior in
harmony to the old Soul-theory, and equal if not superior to it
in meeting the intellectual and moral wants of the time; and
so was finally impelled to break away for ever from the
doctrine of Soul, and once and for all to repudiate it.

Now as to these wants of the intellect and heart, there were
three at least for which any scheme must provide, if it would